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The Distorting Mirror:
extreme racial emotions
readily cause misjudgement

“Look at how patriotic the Koreans are, but
we...” This kind of expression is usually the start
of a misjudgement. Yuan Tao, feature writer
with the International Herald Leader in Seoul.

I have benefited a great deal from
reading the articles by Yuan Tao, feature
writer with the International Herald Leader.
Before | read those articles, | had a vague
impression that when an Iranian spoke
about Americans, he gnashed his teeth
out of anger and his veins stood out
because of hatred. We are now living
in a time in which we can enjoy the
freedom of exchanging information.
The media is far more diverse than
before, which allows for a variety of
voices to speak at the same time. The
chance of learning the truth about any
situation is no longer slight. However,
every person is somewhat limited by his
time, energy, experience and approach,
so the channel from which we finally
receive information is also limited.
Misjudgements, therefore, have become
inevitable.

Patriotism does not require
“additional education”

Before | came to Korea, | had a strong
impression from our own Chinese
media that, during the financial crisis
in 1997, the Koreans enthusiastically
donated the gold they possessed to the
Government. The implied conclusion
of the action was that the reason why
Korea finally overcame the crisis was
because of Korean people’s passion for
their country. However, when, after
I came here, | had some face to face
conversations with some Korean people
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such as college professors, blue collar
workers, company employees and
college students, and asked about the
gold donations, they didn’t seem to care
so much, and none of them thought it
was something special. When | asked
how Korea overcame the crisis, the
information they provided was: that,
during the crisis, a lot of key enterprises
in Korea, such as Hanbo, Dainong and
Kia, had to be sold to foreign countries,
including Ssangyong, which was sold
to Shanghai Automotive Co. Ltd of
China. To sell key national enterprises
to foreign countries doesn’t sound like
something to engender patriotic passion,
but, even after | heard the cold truth, |
still believed, as before, that the spirit
that motivated the Korean people’s gold
donation was related to their country’s
survival, even though | did not consider
it a crucial matter anymore.

A survey carried out by a Korean
website shows that 67.8% of Korean
people did not want to have been born
in Korea, and wished that they had been
born in a more developed country such
as the United States of America, Britain
or Sweden. Can we then say, from the
result of the survey, that Korean people
are not at all patriotic? If we do not look
at the world from a broad perspective, it
is as though we are observing something
through a distorting mirror, only to find
that it is round at one moment and
square in the next. Patriotism means
to love one’s hometown and thus the
whole motherland, as well as the people
living on that land, and the culture,
which is based on a common mother
tongue. From this standpoint, Americans
love America, Koreans love Korea and
Chinese love China, and this affection
by the people of different countries has
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no essential difference. Being patriotic
is more of an instinct, so one does not
need any extra education to be patriotic.
“Look at how patriotic the Koreans are,
but we...” This kind of expression is
usually the start of a misjudgement.

“Anti Japanese Products”: other people
don’t have to be embroiled

I know that a lot of Chinese people call
Korean people names because some
Koreans delay their Chinese employees’
payments. The delay in payments does
happen, because every country has
villains, just as many Chinese companies
delay the payments of their employees
too. However, when | was interviewing
some Chinese employees in Korea, whose
payment had been delayed, | realised
that at least half of these people were
illegal residents. If a legal labourer’s
payment is delayed, he can use the law to
protect his rights and retrieve his money,
but an illegal resident is unable to use
the law to protect himself. Therefore,
if you break the law in the first place
and are tricked by some villain, how can
you say you are completely free from
any responsibility if you are unfairly
treated? In addition, even though some
Korean employers do delay Chinese
employees’ payments, do not forget that
some other Koreans volunteer to help
Chinese people get their salaries back.
I’ve seen those Koreans in their volunteer
groups, who spend their own money
to go to court to help Chinese people
regain their rights. Therefore, when we
examine the situation and try to analyse
it, we should try to see both aspects, so
that the chance of misjudgement will
be minimised as much as possible, and
we will be able to see the “real Korea”.
Another more complicated situation is
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that some people seek misjudgements,
indeed, “insist on misjudgement”. Even
if they were provided with sufficient
facts to prove that they were wrong,
they wouldn’t accept them but, instead,
they would become utterly discomfited.
This may be because misjudgement
does them some good and makes them
feel comfortable, like a man having a
sweet dream never wants people to wake
him up. There is a typical attitude to
match this kind of misjudgement: “I
shall always think that Koreans hate
the Japanese more than we do, no
matter what you say, so we will have a
good reason to insult the Japanese and
campaign against Japanese products!”
In fact, whether to be against Japanese
products or American products, or even
British products, is one’s personal, free
choice. If you can persevere with it, that’s
an admirable virtue; but if you don’t
want to learn the truth, but just want
to force other people to be in the same
campaign as you, don’t you think you
may be suspected of gilding the lily?

An independent mind is necessary
for analysing misjudgements

No one can say he knows the absolute
truth, neither can anyone say that his
judgment is completely correct. This
includes the words | am writing now.
What | can only say is that | have tried
my best to find as much information as
possible, and have made my judgment
accordingly. You may also doubt what |
am saying, but at least | have provided
you with a different point of view, which
is valuable for people to use for reference,
and this point of view is helpful in
decreasing the number of misjudgements
caused by lack of true information.
Actually, to point out and analyse a
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misjudgement does not mean that we
have to go to the other extreme. What we
should do is collect accurate information
as much as possible. Even though
sometimes the information provided by
different people may be contradictory, it
is valuable information because, by then,
it is time for our independent minds to be
put to work. Once we learn how to make
a judgment independently according to
the truth, we have found the strongest
inner power, which can keep us from
making misjudgements.

The Thaumatrope: blindly
following the Western media

International news nowadays is still
monopolised by a few Western countries such as
the United States of America and Britain, so it is
easy for bias and misjudgement of the Western
media towards other countries to spread to the
rest of the world. Tang Lu, journalist with the
International Herald Leader in Beijing.

“Both China and India look at each
other from a too Western point of view. It
is dangerous. The Chinese media always
follows the American consensus,” the
Indian economist Swami once told me
sincerely. Even though he might sound
impolite, he was not wrong about the
Chinese media. It is a common fault of
the Chinese media to report Indian news
from a Western point of view.

The misjudgements of the foreign
media become the mainstream
of the Chinese media

Recently, | have been asked by many
friends during my conversations with
them: “Is it true that India’s economy is
going to exceed China’s? ” and “Both
China and India are developing very fast
now, so will there be a conflict between
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the two?” | know then that they must
be faithful readers of the Indian news
reported by the Chinese media. These
topics about India and China are the very
ones on which the Western media has
been focusing and reached a consensus
about during the past one or two years.
Objectively speaking, international news
nowadays is still monopolised by a few
Western countries, such as America and
Britain, so it is easy for the bias and
misjudgement of the Western media
towards other countries to spread to
the rest of the world. If we study this
carefully, we will find that the American
and British media do not share the same
interests when they report the news of
India. Britain used to be the colonial
suzerain of India, so it usually comments
on Indian issues condescendingly like
an expert, while the American media,
in most circumstances, reports only
practical things about India, the things
that are useful to America. For example,
when someone wants to win more votes
in an election, the media might accuse
Indians of challenging American citizens’
employment opportunities by occupying
too many jobs. But when India is
needed to play the role of a balancing
power to China, the media then would
boast about the greatness of India, and
proclaim the close relationship between
America and India. The problem with the
Chinese media is that it takes what the
American and British media say as the
source of its information when it tries to
produce reports about India; the Chinese
media does not consider looking at India
through Chinese eyes. Therefore, as time
passes, the Chinese media naturally
takes the Western view, and even their
misjudgements, about India as its own
mainstream approach.
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The Lens: considering one’s own
intention to be the truth

Some people don’t want to abandon the Cold
War ideology, deliberately misunderstanding
the meaning of “hide capacity, bide time”.
They think that, if the United States of
America is against us, then every other
country should be against America. Sheng
Shiliang, journalist with the International
Herald Leader in Beijing.

Chinese people hold many mis-
judgements on international affairs. For
example, some people think that Russia
is preparing for another war against
America. The reason why people still
have this kind of fantasy is that they
are thinking of their own intentions and
hope they are the truth.

To “Misjudge the world”
is a lesson from history

During the Qing dynasty, before the
powerful countries from the West started
wars against the Qing, the Westerners
“tried peaceful means before resorting
to force”. They usually sent a note to
the Qing government, containing a
number of requirements and excuses,
and asked the Qing government to fulfil
their requests before a deadline. The
Qing government officers thought that
they could keep putting off answering
those requests so that, after the passage
of time, the foreigners would forget what
they asked for. However, this was the
very thing the foreigners wanted—to
gain benefits from the misjudgement of
the government. They then opened the
door to China’s market with their large
ships and powerful cannons, and forced
the government to cede territory and pay
compensation. When the Qing soldiers
saw the Western soldiers running around
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on their long legs and sweeping over
the land, with guns in their hands, they
thought that the foreigners’ long legs
were like stilts and that, once brought
to the ground, they could not stand
up again. However, the Qing swords,
spears and nunchakus were completely
overwhelmed by the merciless fire from
the Western guns and cannons. In the
1960s, when we saw the Soviet Union
dropping some of the dogma and jitterily
attempting reform, we thought they were
hypocrites, and wanted to “criticise them
till they died.”

In the 1970s, the situation clearly
showed that it was the United States of
America and the Soviet Union that were
opposing each other, and that neither of
them had time, or even cared, to make
China a “main enemy”. It should have
been a great time for us to build our new
country. However, we wanted to draw
fire against ourselves, imagining that
America and the Soviet Union were both
against China. The “luminous light” at
that time did not even shine very much
in Southern Europe, not to mention the
whole world, but we assured ourselves,
that as long as we had our brother, we
would fear nothing.

Don’t expect to gain
any benefit while others fight

China and Russia completed a strategic,
cooperative partner relationship with
each other at the beginning of this
century. Some people imagine this
relationship to be the medicine that cures
all ills. They believe that the oil pipeline
in the Far East should be connected
with Daging, and the cost of gas to
China shouldn’t be much higher than
the price when it is sold in their own
country... Some people don’t even want
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to abandon Cold War ideology, choosing
to misunderstand the meaning of “hide
capacity, bide time”. They think that, if
the United States of America is against
us, then every other country, especially
our strategic cooperative partner, should
be against America. Actually, no one is
that foolish. Nobody wants to “pull the
chestnut out of the fire” for us and let
us gain the benefits while they do the
fighting. Like a proverb from Shanghai
says, “A bridge only cares about what'’s
going on a bridge; a street only cares
about what’s going on in the street”. To
quote President Putin, “A fly only minds
the business being a fly; a pancake only
minds the business being a pancake.” A
strategic, cooperative partner is certainly
precious, but the benefit to one’s own
country is still more valuable. Russia
works this way, and so do other countries.

In the post-Cold War world in which
we now live, a great change has taken
place in relations between the big
countries. The relationships have been
freed from the “zero end game” a long
time ago. A worsening of the relationship
between Russia and America would never
improve the relationship between China
and Russia, or China and America, but
would only slow down the improvement
of both these relationships. Two years
ago, | had a conversation with three
famous Russian scholars, Nikanov,
Kharlamov and Tlenin. | asked them if
Russia wished the relationship between
China and the United States of America,
as well as that between China and Japan,
well or ill. They almost all agreed that
the ideal relationship between two big
countries was one that was as “light as
water”. What most concerned them was
the possible conflict between China and
America, or China and Japan, owing to
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Taiwanese affairs. The last thing they
wanted to see was a war, because the
Kremlin would face an awkward dilemma,
and wars would challenge the security
situation in and around Russia. | then
guoted what | wrote in one of my theses a
few years ago about the ideal relationship
between the large countries, namely,
“The Story of the Three New Nations:
China, Russia and America”: we hope
the relationship between China, Russia
and America will someday be like an
equilateral triangle, neither confronting
each other nor aligned with each other,
but co-existing in equality. Both Nikanov
and Kharlamov brought up the theory
of the “Big Countries in Concert” that
they created years ago. Every country is
like a musician who plays a particular
instrument in a philharmonic orchestra.
In some part of the music, Russia plays
the main rhythm, while China, America
and Europe play the harmony; in other
themes, China plays the main tune and
other musicians harmonise. About the
relationship between the big countries,
a “concert” and a “new story” are both
good, but the richest, most colourful
and practical theory is what the Chinese
leaders have pointed to: a “harmonious
world”. A harmonious world requires
a big heart and profound insight, but
not a “lens” or a “short-term view”. The
countries in a harmonious world would
not consider imagination as fact, or
fantasy as truth. Furthermore, they would
not sit in safety to watch others fight,
wishing bad luck to both sides. ¥

Translated from the Chinese by
Wang Lele

This text was posted on Xinhua Net on January
23rd 2007.





